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Kitsap Transit 

Announces When 

the Severe  

Weather Shelter 

is Open  
     On Monday, Nov. 

19, Kitsap Transit 
(KT) began running 

the message “SEVERE WEATHER  

SHELTER OPEN” in its header (where  

you see the bus number and location in the   
picture, above). This will inform a large 

number of citizens who would otherwise 

not know about the shelter’s availability.   
It runs on routed buses from Poulsbo 

through South Kitsap. NOTE: The message 

will not run on days KT is not operating 

such as a holiday or Sunday. If you think 
the weather may fit the criteria needed for 

the shelter to open (see below), you can call 

2-1-1 anytime or check in at The Salvation 
Army.  

      Regarding the shelter: when the temper-

ature is due to be 32 degrees or lower for at 
least six hours, or rain or snow is expected 

to accumulate at least 1” in 24 hours, as 

determined by the Kitsap Co. Dept. of 

Emergency Management, the call for vol-
unteers will go out, and if we have enough 

to staff shifts, the shelter will be activated. 

       As was the procedure last year, the 
shelter is located at the Bremerton Food-

line, located at 1600 12th St., in Bremerton 

(it’s across from Bremerton High). Hours 

are from 6 pm (doors close at 9 pm) to 7 
am. All are welcome. No drugs/alcohol/

weapons allowed. Personal items are     

secured in a plastic bag and returned to  
you when you leave; nothing is left behind. 

     A 
group of 

doctors 

and nurs-

es from 
the area have formed a mobile free clinic 

to help meet the needs of the disadvan-

taged in our community. Working with 
Kitsap Rescue Mission, they are now 

providing their services at the HUB, 6750 

Hwy. 303 between 5 and 8 pm on the 
fourth Friday of each month. They do 

basic wound treatment, wellness checks 

(including labs), ongoing treatment and 

secure prescriptions.     
     Please see http://www.kitsapsun.com/

news/2012/dec/28/doctors-organize-

mobile-clinics-to-help-homeless/
#axzz2GERR0rxh  

      West Sound Free Clinic is a ministry 

of the Christian Medical Response Team. 

Tenters Living Behind 

East Bremerton Safeway 

Must Leave by January 31st  

 

     The owners of the property have asked 
the Kitsap County Sheriff’s Office to   

enforce their request that anyone living in 

the woods there on January 31, 2013, 
leave. If they do not, they risk arrest. 

     They have the property up for sale. 

     The area has been home to many  

homeless over the years, but because of 
their inability to abide by sanitation and 

other regulations, and the recent destruc-

tive behavior of visitors to the camps, they 
are requesting this action, not waiting for a 

pending sale. 

     Social service agencies are working to 

schedule a time for a group of them to  
visit the site, meet with the homeless, and 

ensure that they know about available  

resources.       
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The “Homeless In Kitsap” newsletter is written and edited  by Sally 

Santana (sally.santana @wavecable.com) bi-monthly and is reviewed,  
produced and distributed by Major Jim Baker of The Salvation Army. 

Send info and updates to Sally. 

WA State Identicard for Public  
Assistance Recipients 

Recipients of DSHS public assistance (Basic 
Food, TANF or ABD cash, Medicaid) may be    
eligible to receive a Washington State “Identicard” 
at a reduced cost (currently $5) from the Depart-
ment of Licensing (DOL).   

 
DSHS public assistant clients will need to get       
a Request for “Identicard” form completed by 

DSHS to take to DOL.  The client may call the 
Customer Service Center (1-877-501-2233) to 
request this form be mailed to them  -  OR  -  may 
come into the Bremerton CSO between 8:00 and 
2:00,  Monday through Friday, to get the form in 
the  office. 

 
The client will then need to take the form to    
DOL, along with required evidence of identity as 
requested by DOL, and $5 to apply for the      
Identicard. 

“Can you see the holiness in those 
things you take for granted – a paved 

road or a washing machine? If you         
concentrate on finding what is good   
in every situation, you will discover 
that your life will suddenly be filled 

with gratitude, a feeling that nurtures 
the soul.”  

 

Rabbi Harold Kushner 

New 2013 Laws That May Affect You 
 

Effective January 1st 

1.  The minimum wage goes from $9.04/hour 
to $9.19/hour. (State law doesn’t allow employers to 

take a “tip credit” against the minimum wage.) 

2.    All new ignition interlock devices used by drivers 
with DUI convictions must include a camera. This is to 

prevent fraud. 

3.    Carbon monoxide detectors are required in all  

apartments, condos, hotels, motels, etc.  
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YOUTH UPDATE 

By Valerie Martin  

 

 As we endure the harsh weather, 
what do we say to a homeless kid that is 
sleeping in a culvert, roof of a building,    
or in a tent? We are still educating people 

because they say these kids just need to go home where they 
belong! These kids would LOVE to have a home where they  
weren't being abused, traded for drugs, left behind by parents 
when their homes were foreclosed on, left a foster home for 
whatever reason, "come out" to their parents that they are gay 
when that is unacceptable behavior in  their eyes.   
 And what if they don't have any? Parent is incarcerated, 
absent for drug use, were living with grandparent and they 
passed away. All these circumstances are common for Kitsap 
youth. Where can the homeless kids go? Thank goodness for 
Coffee Oasis opening their shelter! That is 8 kids at a time out of 
the elements getting the help they need. 
 Homeless kids don't get a break from homelessness, no 
matter what holiday or season it is. The majority would rather be 
in school where they are learning and out of the elements.  
 Even though these kids are bullied for being unkempt, 
shoes are duct taped and they aren't wearing the latest style, 
they know they are homeless and so do the bullies! We need a 
bigger shelter that is open 24-7. 
 We must NOT forget this population. The numbers are 
increasing. 
     We invite people to check out our website at 
rwmartinyouthoutreach.org, or call me, Valerie, at (360) 621-
6293 for more information.  

The January ‘13 update to the            

“Kitsap Community Homeless          
and Low-Income Resource Guide”       

is now available. You can print off a copy 
from Kitsap County’s 24/7 page 

(www.kitsapgov.com/kitsap247.html; look  
under “Homeless”) or pick one up from    

many service providers, food banks, law    
enforcement officers, government and   

church offices, etc.   

News From The 

Kitsap Regional                                         

Coordinating Council  

 

Kitsap Homeless Housing Plan: 2012 Update   

 

“The Kitsap Regional Coordinating Council and 
the Kitsap Continuum of Care Coalition will host 

two community and stakeholder workshops to 

gather input for the 2012 Update to the Kitsap 

Homeless Housing Plan: Strategies to End    
Homelessness. Tuesday, January 15, 2013, 

8:30am—12:30pm, at United Way, 647 4th 

Street, Bremerton, and Tuesday, January 29, 

2013, 4:30pm - 8:30pm at Poulsbo City Hall, 

200 NE Moe Street, Poulsbo. Each of the two 

Workshops will have the same agenda and      

content. All interested Kitsap residents are   

invited to attend. Please contact Terry Schroeder 

at tschroeder@kcr.org to pre-register. 

The last update of the Kitsap Homeless Housing 
Plan was in 2008 and can be found at: 

http://www.kitsapregionalcouncil.org/library/

Housing%20Grants/2163%20-%20HHAA/HH%
20Plan%202008%20MASTER%

20UPDATED.pdf  

 UPDATE ON: The Birkenfeld 

Oasis Teen Shelter 
One of the very best things to   

happen this year is the opening of 

the shelter (expected late         

January), which can  accommodate 

eight teens, ages 13 to 17, at a time.   

Located above Coffee Oasis at 822 Burwell in         

downtown Bremerton, it also has showers, laundry, and  

a meeting area. The store below was also remodeled.  

More volunteers are needed. 

If you’re interested in this ministry, call the Coffee 

Oasis office at (360) 377-5560 and they will provide 

you with the application and tell you what else is        

required, i.e. background check, etc. 
 

The 2013 Annual 

POINT IN TIME COUNT 
is scheduled for THURSDAY, January 24 and 

FRIDAY January 25 and is carried out at all 8 
major food banks except Central Kitsap. Sur-

veys are also being done at Project Connect on 

WEDNESDAY, January 23 and information 
from transients at the jail is also collected.   

We encourage all those without  a home of 

their own, couch surfing or outdoors, to com-

plete the paperwork as it helps us as we apply 
for funds for housing, food, services, etc.  



 

Your children 
CANNOT  

be taken away 
from you 

just because 
you’re homeless 

per 
WAC 388-15-009  

(5)(a) 

 

CALL 

2-1-1  

Or toll free 
1-877- 

211-9274 
if you need  
help finding  
services like  

medical, legal,  
housing and  

financial. 
~ 

Call 

Crisis Clinic  

of the  

Peninsulas 

at (360)  
479-3033 

if you need 
emotional 
support.  

 
 Necesita ayuda  
con el Ingles?  

Llame al Centro  
de Asistencia  

para  
inmigrantes al  
(360) 440-2376  

 

HOMELESS 

KITSAP 

VETERANS! 
Contact Transitional 

Housing for Home-

less Vets and Service 

Center, 1141 Beach 

Dr., Bldg. 9 at Retsil 

in Port Orchard. Call 

(360) 895-4382 for 

details on housing 
and other benefits.    

Grant me daily the grace of gratitude, 
to be thankful for all my many gifts, 

and so be freed from artificial needs, 

that I might lead a joyful, simple life. 
 

Edward Hays 

A Book of Wonders   

The Lord’s 

Neighborhood Diner News  
   The kitchen of its host church, St. 
Paul’s Episcopal, is being remodeled 

through the end of March. Meals will 

be held at a different location in the 

church; watch for signs. It is located 
at 700 Callahan Dr. in Bremerton. 

Meals are served every Saturday, 

2:30 to 4:30 pm. 


