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Will the levy create another layer of gov-
ernment bureaucracy? 
 No. Per Section 12, para B of Kitsap 
County Resolution #124-2011, “County ad-
ministrative expenses for services provided 
using levy proceeds shall be limited to not 
more than five percent with the exception of 
expenses for development of the Service 
Improvement Plan and implementation of the 
plan. 
 
What is the purpose of this Service Im-
provement Plan? 
 To determine the overall picture of 
homelessness in Kitsap County; identify 
gaps, develop strategies and performance 
measures to ensure cost effectiveness 
throughout; ensure program efficiency and 
reduce or eliminate redundancy. 
 The Service Improvement Plan 
needs to be completed by June 30, 2012. 
 
How will transparency be assured in the 
administration of levy funds? 
 There will be two citizen advisory 
boards to provide oversight. One for veter-
ans, one for non-veterans. 
 
How will voters know that funds are being 
used for their intended purpose? 
 The levy advisory boards are re-
quired to report at least once a year on how 
the money is being used. 
 
How will the funds be distributed? Will a 
competitive process be used to allocate 
levy proceeds?  
 Yes. Current county policy will be 
used. 
 
Who are eligible recipients of levy pro-
ceeds? Nonprofits, churches, etc? 
 All of the above, providing they meet 
the criteria of county policy and what is es-
tablished by the Service Improvement Plan. 

When will program providers begin to receive 
funds? 
 Funds would begin to be collected in 
early 2012. First distribution of funds would be 
spring of 2013. 
  
Where can I get additional Information? 
 On homelessness.  
 The Kitsap Continuum of Care Coalition 
is a group of approx. 40 organizations (service 
providers, faith community members, stakehold-
ers) who meet monthly to network, coordinate 
efforts, see where gaps in the safety net are 
work to repair them, etc. Information is on their 
website (under construction),  
www.kitsapcontinuumofcare.org.   
 Kitsap County has a Ten Year Plan to 
End Homelessness. It was updated in 2008 and 
you can find the entire document, “Heading 
Home: Kitsap’s Homeless Housing Plan - 2008 
Update” at www.kitsapregionalcouncil.org.  
 The Salvation Army issues its “Homeless 
in Kitsap” newsletter bi-monthly. It is available 
from their website, 
www.bremertonsalvationarmy.org. 
 On the levy. 
 Visit our website, www.kitsapcares.org 
for links to supporting documentation, articles on 
the subject, endorsements, etc. 
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Do we really have homeless people in 
Kitsap County? 
 As of June, 2011, the Department of 
Social and Health Services reports that Kitsap 
County had 1,936 “homeless households” on 
Basic Food assistance. In June of 2009 it was 
1,240. Also, with 14,349 households receiv-
ing Basic Food assistance, we have a strong 
indicator of the number of homes at risk of 
homelessness.  
 The Office of Superintendent of Pub-
lic Instruction states that our five school dis-
tricts reported 555 known homeless students 
in the 2009-2010 school year.  
 
Don’t we already have some programs in 
place to help homeless people?  
 Yes we do. But the funding is from 
state and federal budgets which have drasti-
cally cut or eliminated money going to these 
programs. 
 
Where does the money come from now to 
fund these programs? 
 State and local funding for Kitsap 
homeless programs will have shrunk  47% 
from 2009 to 2013, a loss of approx. 
$490,000 per year. Grant funds are further 
reduced by the decrease in surcharges col-
lected on declining real estate transactions.  
 Federal funding for the Community 
Development Block Grant and HOME pro-
grams decreased 10-16% between 2010 and 
2011,a loss of $328,000. Further cuts are 
expected for 2012. 
 And we have yet to learn what addi-
tional cuts will come from state and federal 
budget decisions on the horizon.  
 
Doesn’t the county have a program that 
just helps veterans with housing, employ-
ment and other issues? 
 The Veteran’s Assistance Fund 
(available for qualifying indigent veterans and  

their dependent families) can help with these (and 
utility, health, counseling, etc.) but the number of 
applications to this fund has almost tripled since 
2007 and it is unable to meet the needs of those 
that apply; in 2010 over 700 applications were 
received and over $300,000 was distributed.  
 We also must anticipate the needs of re-
turning vets who most often have experienced 
several tours of duty and need assistance adjust-
ing back into community life, and to be trained in 
jobs that are open and in demand now. 
 The Veterans Assistance Fund program is 
projecting a $100,000 cut in direct services in 
2012. 
 The HUD/VA Veterans Affairs Supportive 
Housing (VASH) program, which is a rent subsidy 
program with case management, is full with 35 
families and no additional vouchers are on the 
horizon. There is a waiting list. 
 
Why do we need this levy? 
 Statistics show that the numbers of those 
becoming homeless in Kitsap County (due primar-
ily to the poor economy/job loss) are increasing, 
and state and federal funding is decreasing. 
  For example, in 2010, 936 people (of 
which 144 were veterans) exhausted their unem-
ployment benefits. From 1/1/’11 to 7/1/’11 there 
were 536 (79 were vets). These people are all 
seriously at risk of becoming homeless, if they 
haven’t already. 
 
This levy would tax property owners at 5 cents 
per thousand dollars of assessed valuation for 
six years. For a $250,000 home, that’s $12.50 a 
year.   Why should it matter to me whether 
homeless people get help or not?   
 The chronically homeless can drive up the 
price you pay for health insurance because they 
use local hospital emergency  room departments 
extensively, who in turn must pass on increased 
costs to those with insurance. 
  

  

  For example, Harrison Medical Cen-
ter reports that they treated 387 homeless 
and 14,500 uninsured individuals between 
6/1/’10 to 5/31/’11. Total uncompensated 
care came to $10.8 million. Peninsula Com-
munity Health Services does not receive fed-
eral or state funding for people experiencing 
homelessness, but in 2010 provided care for 
331 such individuals at an approx. cost of 
$173,960.     
 They can also have an impact on 
county and city budgets because they may  
encounter local law enforcement and end up 
in the county jail - money that could be used 
elsewhere. 
  In 2010 the Kitsap County jail booked 
991 individuals who indicated they were vet-
erans and 396 of those stated they were 
homeless. 
 It is in our best interest as a commu-
nity  to prevent people from becoming home-
less, and if they do, to provide them with 
wrap around services that move them back 
into secure housing as soon as possible.  
 The fewer homeless we have, the 
healthier and safer our communities are.  
 
Why is the levy running six years in a 
row? 
 Because we didn’t want a permanent 
levy, and state and federal funding are unpre-
dictable. Six years will provide funding stabil-
ity and program continuity that can easily be 
evaluated so that, during the sixth year, a 
decision can be made to ask the voters to 
renew the levy for another six years or end it. 
 
 Will renters pay any portion of this levy? 
 Generally, rent includes all expenses 
that a landlord incurs in maintaining the prop-
erty, including property tax. 
  
 
 


